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Saudi Arabia Through Ages
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Prehistory

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia can trace
its roots to the earliest civilizations of the
Arabian Peninsula. In fact, archeological
findings from the Stone Age suggest man
first settled in this region as early as
1000,000 years.

The archeological site of Shuwayhitiyah,
located 30 kilometers north of the city
Sakaka, is the oldest site found to date in
Saudi Arabia. Quartzite choper and stone
axes located on the site show a close
relationship to the East African Oldowan
people. The age of these tools could exceed
100,000 years. Archeologists also found
a small collection of stone tools at Hima
in Najran. These, too, were made from
quartzite and resemble to thouse found
earlier at Shuwayhitiyah. The tools> age
could exceed 50,000 years.

The human settlements in the Moustrean are
also obvious in most parts of the Kingdom.
Archeologists  discovered tools and
artifacts dating to 30,000 BC in northern,
northwestern, central, southwestern,
and eastern areas, particularly in the
northeastern part of the Empty Quarter,
near the Yabrin Natural Oasis.

Numerous archaeological sites suggest
continued human settlement in the Arabian
Peninsula well into the Neolithic period, or
10,000 BC. The most important site, which
dates back to the Neolithic period, is the
Al-Thumama site, north of Riyadh; where
archeologists found arrowheads and tools
that attributed to the middle Paleolithic
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Saudi Arabia is located in the southwest corner of
the Asian continent. Geographically, it lies at the
crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa. The landscape
of Saudi Arabia is outstandingly beautiful and diverse
-- from the Red Sea coast and its magnificent coral
reefs, to the Sarawat Mountains in the west, from the
Hejaz Mountains in the north, to the east of Hejaz,
with the great plateau of the Najd, where the main
topographical features are the Tuwaiq Mountain
range and the Twin Mountains of Aja and Salma in
the north near Hail.

The majority of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia consists
of semi-deserts and deserts dotted with oases. In the
south is the Rub> Al Khali Desert -- the biggest mass
of sand on the planet -- with An-Nafud Desert in the
north, and Ad-Dahna Desert in the east, followed by
the oases of Al-Hasa and Qatif, and the coast of the
Arabian Gulf.

But for many centuries, Saudi Arabia had acted as a
living museum, with its treasures buried under sands,
forgotten. After Saudi and foreign archaeologists
began to uncover and explore cities and trade routes
long lost to the desert, the significance and extent of
Saudi Arabiass rich archaeological heritage began to
become clear.

The Arabian Peninsula in general and Saudi Arabia in
particular has a long and fascinating history. In pre-
Islamic times, the Arabian Peninsula was consisted
of small kingdoms and crosseroads by caravan
routes to the Mediterranean, creating a situation in
which ancient Arab peoples -- Nabateans, Lihyans,
the Thamud -- interacted with Assyrians, Romans
and Persians.
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The Jubbah Site

Jubbah is located in a depression 100
kilometers northwest of Hail. Archeologists
have found evidence of three major periods
of settlement at Jubbah, stretching back to the
Middle Paleolithic period, 80,000 to 25,000
years before present.

The rock art discovered at Jubbahss Jebel Um
San man date back to the Neolithic period.
Discoveries include remarkable carvings of
7,500 years and consisted of long-horned cows,
domesticated dogs, and human figures. Jubbah
is also home of inscriptions in Thamudic -- the
oldest known script of the Arabian Peninsula.
These inscriptions appear alongside drawings
of camels, horses, goats, palm trees, and other
drawings. The last period, known as the Late
Age is characterized by drawings of humans,
camels, horses, and camel loaded with goods.

The Shuwaymas Site

The site near the town of Shuwaymas surpasses
all other rock-art sites on the Arabian Peninsula.
A unique find, experts say Shuwaymas could
tell us much about the early domestication
of animals. There are many stunning rock
drawings of humans and animals rendered in
actual size at the site, which is located in the
northwest of Al-Hay»et.

At Shuwaymas is located a 12-meter panel of
sketches of humans, animals and geometric
motifs. As the drawings are documented,
researchers hope to find new important figures
that will indicate that the site is one of the
earliest centers of civilization in Saudi Arabia.
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and Neolithic eras.

Moreover, physical evidence confirms the
belief that prior to 9,000 years BC, human
groups settled in the region and relied on
grazing animals. Some of these ancient
settlements were recently discovered in
the Eastern, Central, Northern and Western
regions of Saudi Arabia, often in the valleys.
Other groups lived as nomads, traveling
with their flocks across the desert in search
of water and food.

Based on subsequent findings, it is clear

thatthe inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula
interacted economically and culturally,
trading with communities in Mesopotamia
as well as with other region beyond their
immediate heighboys.
Physical evidence discovered in the
Kingdom dating to the Stone Age
civilizations includes tools made of rough
granite. Also found were inscriptions and
rock drawings, which were found in the
northern and central regions, particularly
at the Jubbahh site, in the Nafud desert,
which is 100 kilometers north of Hail, and
at Al-Shuwaymas, 250 kilometers southeast
of Hail city.
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The third millennium  witnessed major
developments in the centers of civilization
across the Kingdom.

The widespread use of trade routes is believed to
have progress at the second millennium, in the
Eastren ,central and north-west of the Kingdom.
This progress became more importanat during
the first millennium The most important cities
in that period were: Tayma, Dedan, (modern Al-
Ula) Thaj, Najran, Al -Faw, Median and Dawmat
Al-Jandal.
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The Dawn of Civilization and the
Beginning of the Era of Trade

Most cities in the Arabian Peninsula were located
on major overland trade routes. Evidence of
extensive commercial trade that dates from
5,000 BC to 3,000 BC has been discovered
along these routes. Early trade commodities
include agricultural products, spices, textiles,
and frankincense.

The first centers of civilization in the Arabian
Peninsula emerged during the third millennium
BC, along the coast of the Arabian Gulf. These
routes led to initial contacts with Mesopotamia.
Expanding trade routes led to strengthening inter-
cultural relations.

The empire of Dilmun played a key role as a trade
hub during the period. Dilmun was a thriving
center of civilization strengthened by relations
with the Sumerians. Physical evidence confirms
a long history of trade between the Arabian
Peninsula and Mesopotamia.

The relationship between the Arabian Peninsula
and Mesopotamia focused on trading raw
materials such as copper, shells, and agricultural
commodities from Oman. Findings reveal long-
established ties, particularly between the urban
centers in the Arabian Peninsula, Mesopotamia,
and the land of Sind.

The major gathering points for these centers of
civilization were not only seaports but also the
centers of distribution and commercial exchange
points between the major areas, such as Tarut
Island and the coast of Qatif.
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Early Arab Kingdoms

Early Arab kingdoms were established along
the western and northern edge of the Arabian
Peninsula on major overland trade and caravans
routes, which connected the north to the south
and the east west. One of the earliest cities of the
time was know as «<Midian» which was established
in the north-west of the peninsula in the second
millennium BC.

Intermediate Arab kingdoms

During the eighth and fourth centuries BC, large
communities in the Arabian Peninsula began
turning to agriculture and trade. Caravan cities
formed along the Red Sea coast on the western
edge of the peninsula. These cities included
Tayma, Dedan (modern Al-Ula,) and Dawmat
Al-Jandal. Some cities in the southern Arabian
Peninsula began to trade gum and myrrh.

The Al-Ula QOasis, also known as Dedan, was the
capital of the Lihyan Kingdom. It enjoyed a rich
history thanks to the advanced skills of its people,
who specialized in agriculture, commerce,
architecture, sculpture, and writing. The second
half of the first millennium BC witnessed strong
competition between the Lihyan and Tayma
kingdoms over the control of the caravan routes.
The people of the Lihyanite Kingdom, which ruled
from the sixth century to the third century BC, left
numerous important inscriptions, temples, and
worksofartthatshowedthesociety>ssophistication
and creativity. Archaeological excavations at Al-
Ula have revealed ancient graves that belonged to
trade dealers from southern Arabia. Their resting
places are craved into stone facades, which are
decorated with the images of lions.
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Arab Kingdoms Era

Arabia reemerged on the international scene
in the first millennium BC. In the following
centuries, the Arabian Peninsula witnessed a
spiral of events and overlapping conflicts as
shown by the discovery of Assyrian sculptures
that date back to 650 BC.

In the first millennium BC, trade relations
between the Near East, East Africa, Southern
Asia, and the Arabian Peninsula began to
strengthen. The fact that the Arabian Peninsula
was located on a newly revived overland trade
route helped in creating a number of flourishing
Arab kingdoms, such as the Edom, Lihyan, and
Kindah Kingdoms, which were established along
the trade routes of the Arabian Peninsula.

In the south, the Sabas, Qataban, Hadhramaut,
Minaean, and Awsan kingdoms were
established. Trade and agriculture flourished at
each, generating wealth and prosperity for their
inhabitants. These Arab kingdoms traded in
spices and agriculture products they produced
or imported from India and eastern Africa.

In addition to the trade of goods, local agriculture
also thrived during this time, due in part to the
flourishing of an advanced irrigation system that
consisted of large water tunnels in mountains
and dams. Arabs succeeded in shifting the trade
of spices and aromatics, including frankincense
and myrrh from the south towards Iraq, Syria,
and Egypt, where they were greatly prized.
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Trade Cities

During the second and ninth centuries
BC, urban centers florished along the
Arabian Gulf, setting the stage for the
rise of civilizations such as the Assyrians,
the Babylonians, Achaemenides, and the
Parthian.

The east of the Arabian Peninsula witnessed
a significant increase in urban development
during the era of Alexander the Great -- who
had made plans for military and mercantile
expansions into the Arabian Peninsula prior
to his death.Al-Jahra city set a good example
of the prosperity and wealth of eastern cities,
in comparison to cities in the south of the
peninsula, such as Marib.

Non-coastal Saudi cities such as Thaj, Al-
Fao, and Najran profited from their important
locations, often connecting trade routes
from the southwest of the Arabian Peninsula
to the northeast and from the northeast to
southern Mesopotamia.

Najran
Najran was one of the most important trade
cities in the first millennium BC. The so-

called «groove» archaeological site -- in
Arabic, «Al-Ukhdood» and mentioned also
in Qursan -- is one of the most prominent

archaeological sites in the kingdom. The
site includes the ruins of the ancient city
of Najran, which was located between Al-
Qabel and Jorba villages. At the time it
flourished, ancient Najran was surrounded
by a huge wall, which is estimated to have
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Tayma

A large oasis with a long history of settlement,
Tayma is located 264 kilometers southeast of the
city of Tabuk. Tayma was a prosperous city, rich
in water wells and handsome buildings.
Theoasis containsavariety ofarchaeologicalsites,
revealing antiquities and ancient inscriptions that
date back to the prehistoric and Islamic periods.
The most important monuments in Tayma are the
Great Wall, the Al-Hamra Palace, Hadaj Well,
the Al-Ablaq Palace, and the Al-Bajeedi Palace.
Archeological investigation into the Hadej Well
and Taba Village, carried out by Saudi-Arabian-
German teams, have been ongoing since 2004.
Their findings will rewrite the history of this
important city.

Thaj

The ruins of Thaj are located 95 kilometers west
of the old Jubail port and occupy the Saharan side
of the Water Valley. Archaeological excavations
have revealed Thaj as a completely buried city
surrounded by a strong wall and four towers.
The Thaj archaeological site is located within
the Sabkha area and stretches for four square
kilometers. In the past, the site was in the middle
of an ancient road known as Darb Al-Kanehri,
which once headed west to the path of Joudi
and ran through eastern and central parts of the
Arabian Peninsula, making Thaj an important
food- and water-supply point for traders.
Preliminary excavations reveal five major stages
of human settlements in Thaj that date back to
the period between 500 BC and 300 AC.
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Moreover, the «Midian» Kingdom prospered
during the first millennium BC, while many
cities along the eastern slopes of the Hejaz
Mountains expanded their influence to reach
cities along the shores of the Red Sea from
Modern Jeddah to the Gulf of Agaba.

In the middle of the first millennium BC
there emerged several new and powerful
kingdoms, such as the Lihyan Kingdom in
Al-Ula.

The Kingdom of the Nabataeans emerged
in the late centuries of the first millennium,
replacing other early monarchies in the
Arabian Peninsula. The history of the
Nabataea Kingdom can be traced in Petra,
in Jordan, as well as to the Saudi Arabian
cities and regions of Al Hajer, Medain Saleh,
Al-Bida»i, Al-Jawf, and Wadi Sirhan.

Al-Faw: Caravan City

Al-Faw isoneofthe mostimportantarchaeological
sites in the Arabian Peninsula and is in fact of
international importance. The site is an excellent
example of urban settlement from the pre-Islamic
era, where housing, streets, markets, temples,
tombs, and agricultural systems are all very well
preserved.

Saudi archaeologists from the Department of
Antiquities and Museums at King Saud University
believe that Al-Faw was the first capital of the
Kindah Kingdom, which controlled the lands
between the Najd plateau and the Tuwaiq
Mountains.

Al-Faw flourished during the period between the
year 325 BC and 325 AD. It connected the south
and the east of Arabian Peninsula to the Arabian
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measured 235 meters by 220 meters.
Archaeological excavations at the site
have had remarkable results, including the
discovery of numerous residential units
and part of a castle wall, in addition to
the foundations of the oldest mosque in
Najran. The excavations also show that the
foundations of the old buildings were laid
with carved stones measuring two to four
meters high.

The site of the Najran castle represents the
main period of human settlement in the
area, which dates to as early as 600 BC
and lasted until the end of the third century
AD. Excavations have also uncovered glass,
metals, pottery, and bronze artifacts dating to
the Arabian Peninsula>s pre-Islamic history.
The first and the second millennium BC
saw a rapid growth of urban centers in the
central and northern Arabian Peninsula.
Such cities include Hail, located in the Jebel
Shammar region, and Al-Jawf city, located in
Wadi Sirhan. It should be noted that the Al-
Jawf kingdom ruled the central and northern
regions of the Arabian Peninsula in the
middle of the first millennium.

During the first century BC, the Arabian
Peninsula witnessed a major change with
the uniting of the Najd plateau, the Tuwaiq
Mountains, and the Al-Dawaser Valley.
During the same period, Kindah Kingdom,
with Al-Faw as its commercial and political
capital, became influential.

The northern cities of Najran and Jerash
flourished because of their historical ties
with the Saba)s Kingdom and Palestine.
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The Dominance of the Nabataeans

At the end of the first millennium BC, the
Nabataeans emerged as a united force, expanding
their control from Damascus to the south of the
Hejaz and also controlling the vast network of
regional trade routes.

The Nabataean civilization was built on
innovation and trade, and their lifestyle was
deeply influenced by the desert, which fostered
a strong sense of independence and adaptability
to a challenging environment. Nabataeans
developed a so-called oasis agriculture, digging
wells and making rainwater reservoirs in in
the soft stone of the hills and mountains. The
Nabateans of Petra flourished for over 400 years
until the Romans mounted an occupation in 106
AD.
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Gulf. Al-Faw was an influential state politically
as well. Its king Muawiyah ibn Rabia succeeded
in unifying the Arab tribes under one flag.

Dedan Kingdom

Ancient Dedan, now known as Al-Ula, is situated
between al Madinah and Tabuk in northwestern
Saudi Arabia. It is one of the largest and most
important centers of civilization in Arabian
Peninsula.

Al-Ula Oasis was the capital of the Dedanite and
then the Lihyanite peoples. Located on a main
trade route, it played an important role as a link
between the civilizations of South Arabia and
the northern civilizations in what is today Jordan,
Syria and beyond. The Dedan people developed
agriculture and perfected trade, architecture,
sculpture, and writing.

The first millennium BC saw a fierce competition
between the Dedanite, Lihyanite, and Tayma
over control of trade caravans. The Lihyanite,
who ruled Dedan from the sixth century to the
third century BC, left beautiful inscriptions and
magnificent decorated temples.
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Roman Persian Conflict

From the standpoint of world history, the
dominant theme of the sixth century was the
epic rivalry between Rome and Persia. In the
peninsula>s northeast, the Muntherids -- also
known as the Lakhmids -- and the Ghassanids
in the northwest played a pivotal role in ongoing
conflict. Archaeologists, however, have found
few artifacts in the middle and northwest of the
kingdom that date back to that period.
Excavations at Al-Faw indicated that people there
flourished until the fourth century, and that the
area was Najrans trade center before the Islamic
conquest. Little is known, about the major ports
of Al-Jar and Al-Eis during that period.
Historians note that the prosperity of urban
centers in the Arabian Peninsula deteriorated
during the fifth and sixth centuries, because of the
conflict between the two empires in addition to
the decline of the frankincense trade to Western
empires.
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Al-Hajer (Medain Saleh)

Al-Hajer or Medain Saleh is located 22 kilometers
northeast of Al-Ula. Its historical reputation based
on its position along the ancient trade route linking
the Arabian Peninsula, the Levant, and Egypt. The
settlement had two main roads, the first one led to Petra
via Tabuk, and the other led to Mesopotamia through
Tayma and Dawmat al Jandal. Majority of the ruins in
the city date back to Nabatean period. Next to Petra, it
is no doubt the most important Nabataean site in the
world. Accounts from the Quran, however, tell of an
earlier settlement of the area by the tribe of Thamud.
Characteristic of Nabatean rock-cut architecture, the
geology of Madain Saleh provided the perfect medium
for the carving of monuments and living spaces.
Nabataean inscriptions often inscribed on tomp
fagades. Archaeological excavations revealed that the
Nabateans carved elaborate features into the soft stone,
rainwater tanks and places of worship. Archaeologists
have been able to identify the city>s three main walls
(eastern, southern, and western) and have also found
Nabatean coins, pottery, stone basins, cistern, and
other artifacts. The Kingdom of the Nabataeans was
defeated in the beginning of the second century AD,
marking the end of the Arab kingdoms in the northwest
of the peninsula. After the Nabateans, Madian Saleh
was abandoned when better trade routes to the Red
Sea were developed during the Roman era. The site
regained its importance again in the Islamic era as
an important pilgrimage route from Syria. Among the
most prominent architectural structures remaining at
Madain Saleh are a series of Hejaz Railway buildings,
which have been restored and preserved and are
now part of a cultural and tourist center. In 2008, the
neighboring site>s rock-cut monumental tombs, with
their elaborately ornamented facades, became Saudi
Arabiass first World Heritage site.
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The Pre-Islamic Era, or Jahiliyyah

Before the birth of Islam, there was no political
unity in the peninsula. Some of the nomadic
tribes of the region followed a primitive religion
of naturism, whereby they attributed spirits
to inanimate objects such as stones and trees.
Others worshiped idols, every tribe having its
own god. Christianity and Judaism were evident
in different parts of the Arabian Peninsula as
well. Hanifs, a group of native, pre-Islamic Arab
monotheists were also present in pre-Islamic
Arabia.

Within Makkah itself, tribes placed their idols
around and inside the Ka"aba. Worshiping
places varied: Some worshiped at the tops of the
mountains, some in caves, and others in private
or public squares, camps, and cubic-shaped
temples.

Politically, the Arab kingdoms were disappearing.
The Himyarite Kingdom or Himyar in the
south and Kindah Kingdom in the middle of
the Arabian Peninsula disintegrated. External
interventions into the Arab kingdoms> affairs
increased, leading to internal conflicts between
the Arab tribes, political losses and security was
imbalanced.
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Late Arab Kingdoms Era

The Arabian Peninsula suffered much because
of the violent power struggle between Romans
and ancient Persians, which was followed in the
first half of the first millennium AD by struggles
between Byzantine and Sasanian Persia. The
relative stability that had been enjoyed in the
Middle Ages was replaced by confusion and
chaos.

The Lakhmid state in the northeast of the peninsula
stand by the Sassanid, while the Ghassanids in
the northwest of the peninsula looked after the
interests of Byzantium. The eastern and southern
parts of the peninsula came under the direct rule
of the Persians.

In the meantime, the Kindah Kingdom in the
middle of the peninsula collapsed. The Arabian
Peninsula during the pre-Islamic era was a time
of power struggles and intense competition
between the tribes.
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Makkah

Before the advent of Islam, Makkah was named
Umm Al Qura and sometimes Bacca. Abraham
and his son Ismail -- may peace bAe upon them
-- built the Holy Mosque between the third
millennium BC and the second millennium BC.
The Jurhom tribe was able to take leadership of
Makkah from the children of Ismail, until the
Khuzaa tribe resumed control of the city.
Despite the long history of Makkah, urban
settlement there dates only to the Quraish
period, when Qusai gathered his family and they
agreed to build their homes with stones and mud
around the Kaaba in the form of a pie, so as not
to resemble the Kaaba.

At the same time, there were other Arab tribes
settling in Makkah, but none were as influential
as the Quraish, which was concerned with
protecting the religious shrine of the Kaaba, in
addition to ensuring that the annual pilgrimage
of tribes to the holy place would continue as a
source of revenue for the merchants of the city.
Makkah had been created by an order of God
to Abraham and his son Ismail -- peace be
upon them. With the passage of centuries, the
worshiping of various pagan elements and idols
became prevalent in Makkah.

Since the time of Abraham, Arabs from all parts
of the Arabian Peninsula performed pilgrimages
to Makkah once a year. Soon enough, Makkah
became the regionss intellectual, cultural, and
commercial center. It was also famous for annual
winter- and summer-time trading trips to the
Levant and Yemen.

sl Camitl il

e ,S2 1 ASa
lgie o slenl ALY 3 2e)SUl 3Sa b ye
Al plradl cadl el 555 35 8l 2Ty A
A IV g LT 1 S IV s
Juebec! 4ty JulIl @ual ol o Gle M)
35 o @y Ald caellainly .. adadl Legile .
D Gle @iy (Juelon] S (e dSa dsle)
e Cpindl (e daslall deljs aled eplans i
L8 nd pan (G Gualsll 580l g 2 p]l

Baleadl e Aelia iy el S Gluyd
Gl Hla ¥ T W) 8 ad e 0 501 e
loig dagd rad pax Losde ()3 ey 75 Leud
JSE G2 dasdl Jo> (ndally B)lesIly @glilin
2 OSLeall il @5 S 4l ¥ i (g5
L a8 cdbb gl Ginyd cala g aSe olad
o S8 @ Hsels i B OISy ()3T A pe

U2

dily ol ol dlll o o Gle dlll el 36 olis
odugig alll Zolal o Ml Logide . Juelow|
s gl eday oley¥l Jollaty copall L2 0T ¥
g cpptl M CAlS Ul Ll Leabioly
e gl muuge 2 oyl AT S a1l age
i i yall B yayandl slaedl S (ye cale S da,SH
pasye Loylaniy Lalasy 1,Sa 138 0 3Sa conal
S ol canally (LA il o oyl
oreally aladl 3L

Islamic Era

The emergence of Islam was a critical
juncture in the history of the Arabian
Peninsula. Islam helped in uniting the
Arabian Peninsula and established the first
Islamic State in Madinah.

Excavations across the kingdom revealed
many cities and archaeological sites dating
to the erly islamic period, such as the
Jawatha Mosque in Al-Ahsa, in the country>s
east, in addition to artifacts, writings, and
inscriptions dating back to the Umayyad
and the Abbasid periods.

There are hundreds of early Islamic sites
along the trade and pilgrimage routes,
including darb - Zubaydah, the Rabadha
site, the Al-Mabiyat site, Fad, Wadi Hanifa
near Riyadh, the Al-Dour site in Al-Ahsa,
and the Al-Jar port on the Red Sea near
Yanbu.

Islamic urban centers in the southwest of
the peninsula were also found around the
mining sites in the mountains. Moreover,
there are hundreds of historical relics and
architectural monuments -- including wells,
forts, castles, and dams -- that date back to
the early Islamic period. Some important
sites include the Mawiyah dam in Madinah,
the Saysad dam in Taif, and the Al-Benet
dam in Khaybar.
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Jawatha Mosque

The Jawatha Mosque is the oldest mosque in
eastern Arabia and is still a cherished site for
prayer. Jawatha is located about 18 kilometers
northeast of Hofuf and about three kilometers
northeast of the Kallabah village, in the middle of
Jawatha National Park. The mosque was built by
Bani Abdul Qais tribe, which lived there during
the early Islamic period. It was found by chance
under the foundations of Al-Alawi Mosque,
which was also known as the Jawatha Mosque.
The older mosque covers three construction
stages: the second phase is the most prominent,
as the elements of construction were clear. The
main building is rectangular , measuring 11
meters by 3.2 meters and includes a courtyard
called the mosque courtyard, which measures
9.25 meters by 13.2 meters, with four doors. The
mosque was built in 273 AH (886 AD).
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Madinah

Before Islam, Yathrib was a large oasis, with
forts and farms, but it lacked a central city. The
migration of Prophet Muhammad -- peace and
blessings be upon him -- from Makka to Medina
signaled a great change in the character of the
city.

Upon his arrival to Prophet Muhammad let go
of the leash of his camel, for Allah would direct
the animal to where the Prophet was to stay.
Finally, the camel came to a halt. The Prophet
descended to a spot where later his Mosque
-- known in Arabic as Al-Masjid An-Nabawi --
and the houses of his wives would be built. The
mosque ultimately became the center of the new
City.

The Mosque of the Prophet in occupies a special
position among the mosques in the world.
It is the mosque built by the Prophet -- peace
be upon him -- and is the Islam»s second most
sacred site.

The Prophet>'s Mosque was the center for the
administration and teaching of Islam in the
era of the Prophet -- peace be upon him. In
this mosque, he spent a great deal of his time
meeting, teaching, and imparting knowledge. In
the coming years, caliph after caliph -- may god
bless them -- designated Madinah as the new
capital.
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Al Mabiyat

Al Mabiyat is located 20 kilometers south of Al-
Ula -- near the city of Moghaira -- and dates back
to the Umayyad and Abbasid eras.

In 1984, the Saudi department of Antiquities and
Museums conducted archaeological excavations
at the site, which revealed the remains of an
Islamic city surrounded by a winding wall.
The floors were covered with thin tiles of
baked bricks. Inside the city, the archeological
excavations uncovered a house that had been
designed according to the standards popular
style at that time, with flooring distinguished by
colored tiles. Outside the city wall, archeologists
discovered ovens to produce tiles, pottery, and
ceramics.

Onthesurroundinghills, archeologists discovered
pottery, glass, and ceramic pieces -- with green
luster, which is one of the finest products of
Islamic ceramics -- as well as censers made of
steatite and numerous inscriptions. The College
of Tourism and Antiquities at King Saud University
is currently undertaking further archaeological
work at the site, as part of the training program
for the students of Islamic Archaeology.
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Al Rabadhah

Extensive excavations carried out by Saudi
Archaeologists from the Departmentof Antiquities
and Museums at King Saud University have
recently focused on Al Rabadhah city, which
prospered during the Umayyad and Abbasid
periods. Excavations have helped in giving a
clear picture of civilization in Al Rabadhah
and demonstrated the roots and foundations of
early Arab-Islamic civilization, both in terms of
architectural techniques and in various other
industries.

To the east of Al Rabadhah, you can find the Al-
Jami>ah> Mosque, and to the south, the cemetery.
Zubaydah rout separates the mosque and the
cemetery from the main part of the city. There
is another mosque compound connected to a
small residential neighborhood surrounded by a
wall. The houses are crowded in Al Rabadhah on
both sides of the narrow path. Old houses had
tanks under their floors to collect the rainwater.
The city is full of old palaces, large pathways,
walls, and towers. It is believed that the market
was the center of town.

On arab Zubaydah, Al Rabadhah pool is one of
largest water reservoirs created during the first
Abbasid era. Built with trimmed stones in the
eastern part of the city, near one of the valleys,
the pool supplied water to caravans.
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The First Saudi State in Dirriyah

The first Saudi state was established in Dirriyah by
Imam Muhammad bin Saud in the beginning of
the 12th century AH (18th century AD.) He came
to power in 1139 AH (1726 AD) and succeeded
in establishing a stable and prosperous political
rule.

In one of his most significant moves, Imam
Mohammed bin Saud also affirmed Sheikh
Muhammad bin Abdul Wahab:s call to return to
Islam, and to reject heresies and superstitions that
were widespread in the Najd at that time. The
partnership between these two persons -- who
met in Dirriyah in 1157 AH (1744) -- eventually
led to the foundation of modern Saudi State.
The first Saudi state promoted the law of God
and the Sunnah of His Messenger, Mohammed
-- peace be upon him. The state expanded its
authority in Dirriyah over seven decades and
managed to extend its influence to most parts of
the Arabian Peninsula, including the holy cities
of Makkah and Madinah.
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Faid

Faid is located about 110 kilometers east of Hail
and consisted the ruins of Khrash Palace, which
is believed to be the site of an ancient city that
dates back to pre-Islamic times. Faid was a main
station on the Hajj route, as it is located along
the road between Kufa and Makkah.

Findings suggestthe people of Faid were advanced
in architecture, construction, and city planning.
Khrash Palace, for instance, was rectangular in
shape and had a square castle to the northeast,
in addition to large rooms and courtyards to the
north.

To the southeast of the Kharash palace, there
are two pools: The western and eastern, each
separated by a narrow channel. The western was
built in a square shape, while the eastern was
built in a rectangular shape. Faid contains many
other wells and water channels. A team from the
Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities
has been working to excavate the site since 1426
AH (2005 AD.)
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Riyadh: The End of the Second Saudi State

In 1307 AH (1889 AD), Prince Abdulrahman
Bin Faisal became the lawful Imam of the Saudi
state following the death of his brother Imam
Abdullah. His ruling was disturbed by internal
unrest, tribal warfare, and skirmishes with the
Ottoman Empire. The Al-Saud family, under the
leadership of Abdelrahman, went into exile in
1309 AH (1891 AD), living on the borders of the
Empty Quarter.

The Return of Al-Saud

After leaving Riyadh in 1309 AH (1891 AD), King
Abdul-Aziz lived in the desert for seven months.
During those months, the young Abdul-Aziz
learned many lessons, grasping the purity and
strength of the harsh desert life and becoming
aware of the profound significance of the custom
of hospitality in Bedouin life.

Above all, he learned that strength depends on
unity and that the survival of the many depends
on inviolable concepts of loyalty. In the building
and then governing of a nation, Abdul-Aziz had
to deploy many skills but never forgot the simple
desert virtues.

In the fifth month of Shawwal 1319AH (January
14, 1902) King Abdul-Aziz recaptured Riyadh
in a daring battle, an event that marks the
beginning of the formation of the modern state
of Saudi Arabia. After establishing Riyadh as his
headquarters, Abdul-Aziz proceeded, over the
following decades, to unite the different regions
into one nation.
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Dirriyah Siege: The End of the First Saudi State

In 1231 AH (1816 AD), Dirriyah was completely
destroyed, and the first Saudi state was struck
down by Ibrahim Pasha, son of governor of Egypt
Muhammad Ali Pasha. Pashas forces surrounded
Dirriyah for days, and in order to save blood,
Imam Abdullah bin Saud surrendered.

Second Saudi State: The Decline of Saudi Power

By 1240 AH (1824 AD), Imam Turki bin Abdullah
Al Saud emerged as undisputed leader of Saudi
Arabia. He fought to end the Ottoman military
presence in the kingdom, regained political
control of central Arabia, and once again ruled
the region from the new capital of Riyadh, located
close to Dirriyah. Between 1238 and 1240 AH
(1820 to 1824 AD), Riyadh became the capital
of the second Saudi state.
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and lies at the eastern side of King Abdul-
Aziz historical center, the main building of
which covers 28,000 square-meters, including
exhibition halls, administrative offices, and
warehouses.

The museum’s main display halls on the
ground and first floor provide an epochal
sweep of Arabian history. They feature
artifacts, documents, manuscripts, display
boards, multi-media presentations, films, and
documentaries.

The museum uses state of the art interactive
technology, short films, and audio commentary
inArabicand English to give a detailed overview
on the Arabian history from the creation of
the universe to the unification of Saudi Arabia
and the growth of Hajj. The Museum consists
of eight galleries as well as two permanent
galleries. The uniqueness of every hall at the
National Museum lies in the fact that each is
independent and complete in its respective
presentations. All stages of evolution of the
Saudi Arabian kingdom and Islam have been
covered.

There are eight exhibition halls at the National
Museum: Man and Universe, The Arabian
Kingdoms, The Pre-Islamic Era, Prophet
Mohammad>s Mission, Islam and the Arab
Peninsula, The First and Second Saudi States,
The Unification of the Kingdom, The Hajj and
Two Holy Mosques.

The museum’s halls are carefully designed. The
lighting and the decorations of each hall can
be changed without affecting the other parts of
the museum.

The museum>s halls include full access
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The Saudi national museum, part of the King
Abdul-Aziz Historical Center, was established
in Riyadh in 61419/10/ AH (231999/1/ AD) to
celebrate the centenary of Saudi unification.
The museum>s location -- in the Al-Murrabba
district in the heart of Riyadh -- was chosen
because of its historic value. The area includes
the Al-Murrabba> Palace, which was the
Courthouse of King Abdul-Aziz -- may God
have mercy on him -- in addition to a group of
important heritage buildings.

In addition to the National Museum, the King
Abdul-Aziz Historical Center consists of:
 The King Abdul-Aziz Center

e The Qasr Al-Murrabba:

e The King Abdul-Aziz Mosque

e The King Abdul-Aziz Public Library

e The Hall of King Abdul-Aziz

e The Offices of Antiquities and Museums
Department

e Heritage buildings

e The National Park, which contains seven
major parks, as well as public squares and
fields

e The Water Tower

e The Al-Hamra Palace

The King Abdul-Aziz Historical Center
plays a prominent role in telling the story of
Islam, Saudi civilization, and the history of
the Arabian Peninsula. It encourages Saudi
citizens to continue to progress and is a major
tourist attraction because of its facilities and
equipment. The National Museum gains much
from being a part of this important cultural
complex.

The museum covers 17,000 square-meters
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the south side of the building.
The museum’s management has allocated

areas in the northern and southern sides of
the museum for future expansion plans.

All services are located in a tunnel
that runs under the building, which the
operation and maintenance teams can

access through separate entrances.
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to electricity, telephone, and internet
hookups.

The museum includes special research
areas for scientific presentation and
workshops including:

A laboratory room in the Man and Universe
hall

A special section for studying the
environment and geology at the Man and
Universe hall

A special section for explorations on the
ground floor of the Arab Kingdoms Hall
Two mezzanines at the Arab Kingdoms
hall (with an elevator for the disabled)
The Man and Universe Hall includes
outside booths in the plaza area on the
western side.

The ground-floor warehouses have separate
entrance in the southeastern corner of the
building. The warehouses are equipped
with cranes, sterilization rooms and other
support services.

The laboratories are equipped with ovens,
cabinets, shelves, and suction devices.
There is a modern laboratory at the first
floor.

Temperature, humidity, and light intensity
can be changed in each hall to meet
specific exhibit requirements.

The museum has an advanced security
system, with sensors available at all
entrances, in addition to internal and
external camerastomonitormainentrances,
which are all linked to the security unit in
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Exhibition Halls

The museum’s eight halls can be divided
into two groups: the first includes the
four halls on the ground floor: Man and
Universe, Arab Kingdoms, Pre-Islamic, and
Hajj and the Two Holy Mosques halls.
The second group includes the four halls
one the first floor: The Prophet:s Mission,
Islam and the Arabian Peninsula, the First
and Second Saudi States, and Unification
of the Kingdom halls. The museum has two
halls for permanent display.
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Windows do not open in order to control
the temperature and humidity needed
inside halls.

The museum features a 144-square meter
gift shop, a 120-square meter restaurant,
in addition to a 145-square meter group of
shops in the western area.

The King Abdul-Aziz Historical Center has
1,400 car parking facilities for visitors, with
special parking spots for school buses.
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Thefirsthall, Man and Universe,
leads to other galleries and,
with a total area of 1,500
square meters, is located on the
ground floor. It features:

1-Changes in the earth»s surface

and the impact on humans.
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2- Various patterns of life in Agioleg SIS dapds — ¥
different geological ages, such cas g el ylall a8, ¥
as animals and fossilized trees. -golal!
3- Movement of continents

and continental drift.

-8 2750 Gjo A )t sl yomin B dadiw S50
oYW Alat Ji e Lie pdig
A meteorite found in the Empty Quarter

Desert. It weighs 2750 kilograms and is
located near the first hall entrance

A




4- Minerals, rocks, and fossils ogmaally Ooladl LES - ¢
that indicate millions of years On Grally (L yeaall 3908l

of geological fluctuations. pxally Huall

ALl LB Y ygiiall Gaad Ol

Samples of rocks found in the Kingdom

oo pdsll 10 B Uy - 0

Gaglo Jler dlukis (o 68T s 5- A model of the Tuwaiq

, Jlo Alalud ziees delall
A model of the cave in the Mountain range is display
Tuwaiq Mountain range R g U3 @ Bagb

inside a small cave.
Oalall g1l et ilingyas
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ASLall (B Aalidne 3lolie (e yaiung Olas

Minerals and rocks from different
regions in the Kingdom
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O9aLiwll Jal piuns ziged
A model of a mastodon
elephant

8- Models of extinct animals of
different sizes that settled the
ancientArabian Peninsula, such
as the model of a Mastodon
that once roamed the Arabian
Peninsula 12 million to 17

million years ago.

00  idogdl caz=ull Jdo

A yaia bl gt lide GIlia —A
3 ya 3l il giul aloes ¥l dalie o
250 g o cLeantd dyall
ald (O9liwlll) ALal e
s SIS LAl i il
VY g i do el 35l 4l

A Ogala VY

-

LAl Larul| ST (e §youmie Aalad
2 dde e Gl e s g O9aliwlll
At a2kl G2 5l uall aBge

A fossilized piece of lower
jaw and part of the canine
of a mastodon elephant was
found at As-Sarar site in the
eastern region

6- The model features different
types of metallic and nonmetallic
minerals and stones.

7- Different types and forms of

petroleum are on display.
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Fossilized tree

Bymaie By gl




9- Natural soils of the Arabian v 02y L gl gt Lt Jgot

Peninsula. o yad 305l A table shows the geological eras of the Earth
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Movies show the Kingdom's
various soils
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Coudl (Gamadl paall 3gay ol dote (e 0 )ATL deledid! 2351 muumse

A model of Al- Thumama site near the city of
Riyadh dates back to the Stone Age

«.\,H.QJ 18 JLA'A:- J\:’qﬁ
Pottery from the Ubaid civilization

C«:'..\:-J‘ L_S):.-uadl).«a.a.n Q‘j.ﬂ
Neolithic tools

10- There is a section
that features the primitive
techniques and tools used
by prehistoric man. The Hall
also includes pottery objects
belonging to one of the
oldest civilizations -- the so-
called Obaid Civilization,
five thousand vyears BC --
which flourished in east of the
Arabian Peninsula, in southern
Mesopotamia, and some of the

ancient Near East.
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11- Visitors can also see an by deldll sl g — V)

ancient human  handprint o gy B\ST lede Gled¥l &I y3
carved in a rock found in Sy Lyey WYY @iy Wl
Najran, in the southern part of ALl agi Oy dlaie B
the Kingdom.

There are also artifacts, models
and rock-drawings from the
prehistoric period reflecting
how the first man coped with
the environment, and the old

stone tools he manufactured.
U2 (0 Aty p gy
Rock arts from Najran
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Rock arts from Jubbah in Hail
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Arab Kingdoms Hall
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This is the second hall at the
Museum and covers an area
of 1500 square meters. The
period it covers extends from
the fourth millennium BC to
the fourth century AD. The
exhibits of this period highlight
ancient civilizations that arose
in the Arabian Peninsula, Arab
Kingdoms of the Middle Ages

and late Arab Kingdoms.

oL Aelall Ji e

Second Hall Entrance
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Ogts - Aylb 5y

Potteryjar - Dilmun

slod youw (po 5>

Part from the wall of Tayma

gl Camill Ll

1- Visitors to the Arab Kingdom
Hall can first see a model of the
Tayma Wall built with natural
stones, which were transferred
from the wall itself. The
history of the Arab kingdoms
is displayed on a screen: Early
Arab Kingdoms emerged in the

east, north, and northeast of the

Arabian Peninsula.
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2- On the opposite side of the
Tayma Wall, visitors can see a
group of stone slabs, four meters
in height, which were found at
the Khobba site in Tabuk Region.
These stone slabs date back to
the fourth millennium BC.

The hall features a model
identifying the history of writing
since its beginnings in 3200 BC
until the onset of early Arabic
script in 1000 BC. The full
history of writing is shown on a

large screen.

VY lgll Camall Juds
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Stone slabs from the Khobba
site in Tabuk Region
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Stone inscriptions
found in Thaj

A reproduction from the Mesha
Stele. the king of Moab with
Phoenician script

VY ibegll camitl Jubs

i s (piis) Rlws (o frabions
(el datly

3- The hall features replicas
of old panels with different
writings and various symbols.
Visitors can also see some of
the oldest scripts: Thamudic,
Dedanit, Lihyanite, Safaitic,

Aramaic, Nabatean, and early

[slamic writings.

o a3l Falgill ] ks -y
o LS 5Las zoplll yoed 3,50
ooyl Jeds aad taasll @Jlal
Aelall e pamill adsll 1is
Lol die LU 3y ¢y
o Dl @ VY ale oY
5)Sell gyl LI H9els ol
Aby Al Jud Ve ale sl
lly olad ok coatiiol
Lesliys oy copuls Lea¥y]
>y LS BLES Jgunl 7
Laall ZIsY jaad olelims
A paseci 133039 LIS Jand =l
ooye s o LS Lssaaia
Ayl boghzll Adal (osall
(Alumlly (353l 2 Ja dapaial
(¥l llly i gsaually
H(295) Sl adlally aill

LT il Lgde jomod) (0 8 yme

Stone Burner with Aramaic
inscription
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A section of south Dhahran ous J>Is Lgie adsll @3 Al
burial chamber. which is known . yalatl
as Dilmun cemeteries date back ’

to the third millennium BC. The  hall  also  includes
recreations of typical cumulus-
shaped graves and examples

of the tools that accompanied

graves.

ot e 2 ) g A3l (40 35S
wlge Byl adde SAgalall
S9sl5 2 Aad, N aBge (4o Aresly

A part of a hull of
steatite vase with
animal and human
figures decoration
from the site of Al-
Rafea in Tarot

o e Bueldg g A8l (40 B4l
Wl Byl adde Sigabiall jomat!
9yl 2 Aaid ¥ aBge (e Aresly

piece of a body and a base
of the steatite vase with
animal and human figures
decoration from the site
of Al- Rafea in Tarot
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An Assyrian drawing shows the
853 BC«Qargar» battlebetween
the Arabs and Assyrians, which
is one of the most important

battles of the ancient world.
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A mural from one of the Assyrian
palaces in northern Iraq. features a
battle between the Arabs and Assyrians
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Left - a picture of the
fortification wall that
surrounds Qurrayya one of
the famous towns in Midian
Kingdom

4- In the first millennium BC,
traderelationsbetweenthe Near
East region, East Africa, South
Asia, and the Arabian Peninsula
were strengthened. The fact
that the Arabian Peninsula was
located on a major overland
trade route helped in creating
a number of flourishing Arab
kingdoms such as Edom, Lihyan
and Kindah. In the south the
Saba>, Qataban, Hadhramaut,
Minaean, and Awsan kingdoms
were  established.  Trade
and agriculture flourished,
generating much wealth and
prosperity. Trade commodities
included agricultural products,
spices, textiles, gold, and

frankincense.

LAl (e Aoy BySnin
Stone incense burner
from Al- Faw
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Cube-shaped stone found in Al- Hamra B39 B dde e JSAT) Cass yn
palace site in the Tayma. it shows the Py drle slod (B s paandl yund
interaction between the Pharaonic 490,54l Okt S5 143 (As Jud
Assyrian and Arabic civilizations Acpall goe dypd¥

gl Camill Ll

5- The hall highlights one of
the first civilizations during
the early Arab kingdoms era
-- known as «Midian» -- which
was established in the second
millennium BC in the northwest

of the Arabian Peninsula.

slad (0 (g)lna <L)

Ceramic vase found in Tayma
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Stela from Tayma

6- Other exhibits date back to the

middle Arab kingdoms, between

the eighth and fourth centuries BC.

The most famous cities at that time
depended on trade and agriculture
and included Tayma, Dawmat

Jandal, Dedan, and Najran.
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A model of graves at the site
of Al-Khraibeh
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7- Ancient tools and exhibits
such as glassware, gold, rollers,
combs, and pottery found in

Al-Faw, the first capital of the

Cilga¥l aed clisgyas —
ol Abue e olaually
(HY) 3uS aSlas 3,mls)
Al g Al 30l 921 1 Jia

Kingdom of Kindah, are on c e Glely cdoliely el ,Shg

display. o2 ol 1Bl wiuzme g LS
(5Lall) Ay Aipe

ool 5 IS e gl 11 (0 By9)l8
9Lall aBge [y dadiye Angd 93 p>lav) s i) 9Lall aBge (pa yalaatly Jlgadl Laot
A glass container with a long
nozzle from the FAQO site

A bottle of glass in the form of
a date used to save fluids and
perfumes from the FAO site

HEN (o Ayl )

Fresco panel from Al- Faw
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Fresco panel from Al- Faw
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SLLS Lgrle Ajigp dn !
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Bronze plaque with a large
inscription found in Al- Faw
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Cup of glass from
Al- Faw
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A model of a house
from Al- Faw

A gl camatl i

- .h—;-‘— . ==K
- ":"'*‘-"'-‘.'F'f:',: = --H.-. 1—“._ .
S i

- I':---J-:-rﬂ' 5

HLatt (pe Jromd 3395l (po poiuo JULD

A bronze statuette of a camel
from Al- Faw
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Bronze lamp from Al- Faw
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8- Artifacts from Madain Saleh
and other sites date back to
he Nabataean period are on
display.

TIhe OAle (o 539l (pe Ao e

Bronze Lamp from Madain Saleh

Cia ) AcuaT puiniands Aol LAl (o 5o 5y
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A small jar from the Nabataean pottery used to
filter oil or perfume found in Madain Saleh
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Right - Facade of a tomb. Madain Saleh
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(TBS) (e s>
A gold mask from (Thaj site) part
of Thaj treasure

9- Perhaps the most important
discovery from the Arab Kingdom
period was the uncovering of the
ancient multicultural city of Thaj,
which was established in the
fourth century BC. Excavations
discovered some of Thaj>s oldest
minted coins, as well as Thaj
Golden Treasure -- otherwise
known as The Unknown Princess
Treasure -- among other treasures

and artifacts.

C‘:’ o9 el (ye S
(gBF2S) oo s>

A palm made from gold found at

(Thaj site) part of Thaj treasure
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The hall includes a lion’s head obaall oy G 08 gy

Ol (e sl d ¥l (e pS sleg
A large alabaster bowl found in Najran

and its paw made from bronze, ol aluzma i fie cilingyally
both of which date back to M gyl e al Cdieag

the first century BC, and were LA 3 Jo¥1 Bt Al sgan

found in Najran. Ol dalaie B dle e By
Bronze lion head and claw found (0 391 (o sl Cilinag gy
in the Ukhdud site in Najran O (52 3gus ¥ adge

Bronze plaque with inscriptions dasIl SLLS Lgde A9y dm gl
found in Najran RCSPINCIRY
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Huge granite stone used in squeezing olive or el 91 Hgi3ll pmac B AUSIWS SO jonn (4o dadud (o>
sesame seeds to extract oil found in Al-Ukhdud. Oyt (58 39451 aBga (e Ciga3 gl i
Najran.

daslls LS Lgsle 2359 gt
Oy (e e

Bronze plaque with inscriptions
found in Najran
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A painting reflects the caravan
routes in the Arabian desert

¥ lagll Camill S

2 J215AY e (30 8 pan 0B A ol

Peninsula and its people,
including important cities,
industries and markets from
that period. The displays also
show the trade route before the
advent of Islam, as well as the
important cities at that time and

their pilgrimage practices.
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Fgrd) (e ddadio dlec
Bizantian coin

By (y1a (B dde yie Aolulad) dlaall (e S
LB, 00 A8kl by (o daldl Sl g AILA DigylS

A treasure trove of Sasanian coins
found in Darin. near the coast of
Qatif in the Eastern region

858 I G yall JALAN anygl
53l ddis B BN yunall
dyat!

The distribution of Arab
tribes during the
Al-Jahiliyah era in the
Arabian Peninsula

Some of the major cities in the
pre-Islamic era, which played
active cultural and economic

roles, in addition to Makkah:
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The camel was the best means of transportation in Al 5yl (3ydo B o g0 Al Juadi Jond|
the ancient trade routes

S pB9e (pe il Y (e Ao gl
dacdon ucras )3

Alabaster vessels found at Jerash
near Khamis Mushayt.

VoV gl Camall Sl

A - Jerash:

Located in the Asir region,
Jerash  gained  economic
importance due to its location
along major trade routes.
Trade commodities included
agricultural products such as
fruits, grains, and vegetables, in
addition to industrial products
such as weapons, leather, and

minerals.
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Stone Container for
melting
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Arabian horse

B - Khayber:

Located in the Hejaz region
and surrounded by volcanic
rocks, Khayber was an
important ~ caravan-stopping
point. Its people pioneered
the cultivation of the oasis and
accumulated considerable
wealth by growing date palm
trees, as well as through
commerce and craftsmanship.
Trade commodities included
industrial products such as

shields, swords and spears.
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C - Najran: ol 7
Najran was a focal point of Sl=ill Gyl Sale B &
the incense route, because N Al e Las cdpgidl
all caravans that left ancient Onealall o yBlewell il gl
Yemen to the north or west had cagidly Jleddl ya
to meet at Najran, where well-
developed paths branched into
two general directions; one
leading north through the Hejaz
towards Egypt and the Levant
and those leading northwest, to

the Persian Gulf.
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An instrument used in the
old agricultural plow

A model explains the idea of oLl Jaut (ZLall) Jos 552 7 des @eusns
transferring water through 02 ¥ e Ol gl pue
underground channels
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A model of an old fort
(Attam) in Yathrib. Madinah

Y
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D - Yathrib:

Known from the begining of
Islam as Madinah, the oasis city
originally known as Yathrib and
dated as far back as the sixth
century BC. It was inhabited
by two main Arab tribes, the
Aus and the Khazraj, among

others.
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036l Jd A (6oly B cwld A piece from a bronze vase decorated
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Marble column
E -- Hajar Al-Yamamah:

Hajar Al-Yamamah was built
in Wadi Hanifa before the

advent of Islam, and was

originally governed by the

Kingdom of Kindah. The area
P hin BLLm‘,chfﬂaB)\énﬂ| O By
was then settled by the Hanifa
A pottery jar contains a filter to purify water

tribes, who scattered through .
Sr 7o e $aged) dastls ad
a valley that become home to
Y A stone with Thamudic writings
a flourishing city and market
place for Arabs. Archeologists
suggest that the bulk of the city
ruins are still under the modern

city of Riyadh.
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with Zabour writings
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A stone replica shows the
inscriptions of Abraha Al
Ashram written in south
Musnad found at Meregan
well in Asir region

F- Dawmat al - Jandal:

Located in the north-west of the
Arabian Peninsula, Dawmat al
- Jandal was a flourishing city
before Islam and an important
stopping center for caravans
headingtothe Levantmarkets. Its
most important archaeological
sites include the Majed castle,

the Dawmat al - Jandal Wall,

and the Rajajil Pillars.
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Pottery burner decorated with geometric motifs
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A stone table shows the
Nabataean writings. found in
Qasr Al-Bint Palace in
Madain Saleh
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A model of Arab markets
in Al Jahiliyah era

The hall also highlights the
emergence of Arabic writing
and displays samples of the
oldest alphabets in history:
the Ugarit and the Phoenician
alphabet. It also shows how
Nabataean and modern Arabic
writing are developed from the
Aramaic and the Phoenician
alphabets.

The hall includes replicas of
Arabic poetry, markets in the
pre-Islamic era. The Arabian
peninsula> fame was not limited
to trade but also was renowned
as a political, cultural, and
commercial forum that
gathered poets and preachers
from different tribes. The most
famous market known in that
period were the Okaz Market
in Taif, AlMajaz in Makkah,
Dawmat al - Jandal, Najran,
Habasha, and Mushqgaer in

Hajer.
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The Prophet’s Mission Hall
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The House of the Prophet | peace and blessing be upon him )
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Prophet peace be upon him
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Al Hussain Al Hassan Abdullah Al Ghasim

The fourth hall features a total
area of 350 square meters and
is located on the first floor. It
highlights the life of Prophet
Mohammad -- peace be upon
him -- including his lineage,
family, marriage, and major
events from his birth in Makkah

until his migration to Madinah.
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